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LATE  NEWS 


Denmark  and  the  United  Kingdom  recently  concluded  a  bacon  price 
agreement  for  1951.    The  price  of  bacon  has  been  increased  about  5.5 
percent  from  217  shillings  to  229  shillings  per  hundredweight,  (27.1 
cents  to  28.6  cents  per  pound).    Under  the  h -year  agreement  concluded 
in  September  19^8  the  export  price  will  be  negotiated  annually. 


The  Canadian  Government  announced  on  December  30,  1950,  that  export 
and  import  restrictions  on  pork  products  would  be  removed  effective 
January  1,  1951. 

The  Government  also  announced  a  price  support  program  for  pork. 
The  support  purchase  price  will  be  calculated  for  various  cuts  on  the 
basis  of  32.5  cents  per  pound  for  Wiltshire  sides,  Grade  A. 


FOREIGN  CROPS  AND  MARKETS 

Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors 
and  consumers  of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad 
in  the  crop  and  livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices 
and  consumption  of  farm  products,  and  world  agricultural  trade. 
Circulation  of  this  periodical  is  free  to  those  needing  the 
information  it  contains  in  farming,  business  and  professional 
operations.    Issued  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Rela- 
tions of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


TOBACCO 


CUBAN  TOBACCO  STABILIZATION  FUND  TO 
AUCTION  SURPLUS  UNMANUFACTURED  TOBACCO 

The  Cuban  Tobacco  Stabilization  Fund  must  auction  its  surplus  leaf 
tobacco  following  the  promulgation  of  the  law  creating  the  Tribunal  for 
the  Supervision  of  Public  Accounts  recently  passed  by  the  Cuban  Congress, 
according  to  J.  L.  Martinez,  American  Embassy,  Havana.    The  following 
quotation  is  a  clause  from  Article  159  of  the  law: 

" . . , .Whenever  (official)  organizations  are  empowered  to  buy 
agricultural  products  for  the  purpose  of  stabilizing  the 
minimum  price  in  the  national  market,  they  must  specify  the 
quantity,  quality  and  price  of  the  products  acquired,  ware- 
houses where  stored,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  products  were 
later  sold,  provided  they  were  empowered  to  sell.  Such 
products  must  necessarily  be  sold  by  means  of  auctions,  the 
regulation  of  which  will  be  established  by  the  Tribunal  for  the 
Supervision  of  Public  Accounts." 

For  some  time  the  Tobacco  Stabilization  Fund  has  used  its  own  dis- 
cretion in  selling  surplus  leaf.    However,  this  practice  will  be  changed 
when  the  new  law  becomes  effective.    Since  the  law  provides  for  govern- 
mental regulation  the  Tobacco  Stabilization  Fund  officials  hope  to  receive, 
under  the  statute,  permission  to  sell  various  grades  of  leaf  at  separate 
auctions,  with  minimum  prices  for  various  foreign  markets.    The  board 
hopes  that  no  large  domestic  or  foreign  dealers  will  be  able  to  buy  in 
sufficient  quantities  and  at  prices  which  will  tend  to  monopolize  the 
market.    Surplus  leaf  stock  on  hand  is  not  definitely  known,  but  the 
fund  is  reportedly  taking  kO  to  i+5  million  pounds  from  the  19^9-50 
record  crop. 

BRAZIL'S  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 
LOWERED  BY  DROUGHT 

i 

Brazil's  1950-51  tobacco  harvest  is  now  expected  to  be  about  10 
million  pounds  less  than  the  early  season  forecast  of  215  million  pounds. 
This  season's  crop  in  Bahia,  one  of  Brazil's  leading  leaf -producing 
states,  suffered  considerable  damage  from  drought.    The  present  estimate 
for  Bahia 's  1950-51  harvest  is  approximately  33  million  pounds  as  compared 
to  an  earlier  forecast  of  about  hh  million  pounds. 
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FATS  AND  OILS 

WESTERN  GERMANY'S  EDIBLE  FATS  AND  OILS 
SUPPLY  IN  1950-51  LARGER  THAN  1949-50 

Western  Germany's  availabilities  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  the 
current  consumption  year  (August  1-July  31)  are  expected  to  be  even 
greater  than  in  1949-50,  according  to  J„E5  Hyman,  Office  of  Economic 
Affairs,  HICOG,   (High  Commissioner  of  Germany),  Frankfort.    The  increased 
supplies  will  result  largely  from  greater  production  of  butter  and 
slaughter  fats,  and  greater  imports  of  oilseeds,  vegetable  and  marine 
fats  and  oils.    The  planned  production  and  imports  of  edible  fats  and 
oils  in  terms  of  pure  fat  for  1950-51>  together  with  estimated  production 
and  imports  in  1949-50,  are  as  follows: 


Product 

j  Production 

\  Imports 

'      Total  supply 

;  19^9/50 

i  1950/51 

;  19^9/50 

i  1950/51 

\  19^9/50 

:  1950/51 

Thousand  short  tons 

Butter,  

:  220 

250 

:  21 

i  33 

:      24l  . 

283 

Oilseeds,  vege-. , 

table  and  : 

marine  fats  and: 

and  oils  ■ 

46  \ 

30 
I87  : 

377  : 

117  : 

515 

(  ! 

(54o 
(  : 
573  : 

423  : 

279  ; 
943  : 

( 

(757 
( 

1,040 

Slaughter  fats. . : 

162 

~m  : 

The  planned  supply  of  edible  fats  and  oils  for  1950-51,  totaling 
1,040,000  short  tons,  is  an  increase  of  about  10  percent  from  1949-50. 
Most  of  this  gain  will  result  from  a  planned  increase  of  11  percent  in 
imports  although  domestic  production  is  expected  to  be  up  9  percent  from 
last  year.     The  imports  planned  for  1950-51  include  about  21,000  tons 
programmed  for,  but  not  delivered,   in  1949-50. 

Imports  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  1950-51  are  planned  only  under 
trade  agreement  provisions  and  with  free  dollar  purchases.  In  1949-50 
imports  of  about  198,000  short  tons  were  financed  with  ECA  and  GARIOA 
(Government  and  Relief  in  Occupied  Areas)  dollars.     If  the  expected 
sharp  increase  in  trade  agreement  procurement  materializes  it  will  be 
due  chiefly  to  Western  Germany's  generally  improved  export  position. 

A  small  decrease  in  stocks,  together  with  increased  domestic  pro- 
duction and  imports,  will  permit  a  further  increase  of  16  percent  in  the 
per  capita  consumption  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  1950-51,  according  to 
plans  of  the  Federal  Ministry  for  Food,  Agriculture,  and  Forestry.  Although 
the  planned  per  capita  consumption  of  19.1  kilograms  (42.1  pounds)  of  pure 
fat  for  1950-51  is  a  substantial  gain  from  the  estimated  16.4  kilograms 
(36.1  pounds)  in  1949-50,   it  Is  still  16  percent  less  than  the  prewar 
level  of  22.7  kilograms  (49.9  pounds). 
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Western  Germany's  edible  oil  supply  was  temporarily  short  at  the 
beginning  of  the  1950-51  consumption  year.    This  shortage  was  caused  "by 
consumer  hoarding --especially  of  canned  oils--as  a  result  of  the  Korean 
crisis.    The  edible  fat  supply  was  ample,  however,  and  "by  October 
edible  oils  also  were  plentiful. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  ANTICIPATES  INCREASED 
OILSEED  (EXCEPT  PEANUT)  PLANTINGS 

The  Union  of  South  Africa  anticipates  increased  plantings  of  sun- 
flower seed,  soybeans,  and  cotton  but  decreased  plantings  of  peanuts  in 
1 950-51,  reports  J.L.  Dougherty,  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy, 
Pretoria. 

Peanut  planting  has  been  delayed  due  to  extremely  dry  weather. 
Most  farmers  had  not  planted  by  mid -December  although  planting  should 
have  been  completed  by  the  end  of  that  month.     Officials  are  reportedly 
seriously  concerned  that  a  shortage  of  peanuts  may  develop.    Any  shortage, 
however,  may  be  alleviated  by  an  expansion  in  acreage  of  sunflowers, 
which  can  be  planted  until  mid -February.     In  19^9-50  peanut  production 
by  Europeans  amounted  to  85,000  short  tons. 

The  pre-3eason  price  for  peanuts  was  set  at  £55  ($15*0  pe^  "ton 
(shelled  basis)  for  the  period  November  1,  1950  to  October  31,  1951. 
The  19^9-50  price  was  £52-10-0  ($1^7)  and  the  19^8-49  price  was  £58-10-0 
($23^  converted  at  the  pre -devaluation  rate  of  exchange  or  $l6i+  con- 
verted at  the  current  rate). 

Sunflower  plantings  in  1950-51  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  in 
19^9-50  because  many  areas  intended  for  peanuts  will  be  diverted  to 
sunflower.    The  19^9-50  production  of  seed  was  35,000  tons.     The  Government 
for  the  first  time  has  established  a  pre-season  price. for  sunflower 
seed.    This  price  is  £21-15 -0  ($6l)  per  ton. 

Soybean  acreage  is  expected  to  be  about  the  same  as  last  season 
when  .  10, 000  to  12,000  tons  (300,000  to  kOG,  000  bushels)  were  produced. 
The  Government  also  for  the  first  time  established  a  pre-season' price 
for  soybeans  of  70  shillings  per  200  pound  bag  ($98  per  ton).  Reports 
indicate  an  increasing  interest  on  the  part  of  farmers  in  soybean 
production  inasmuch  as  this  crop  fits  into  the  mechanization  program 
which  is  rapidly  developing  in  the  country. 

The  1950-51  cotton  acreage  is  expected  to  amount  to  60/000  acres 
or  double  the  19^9-50  area.    Since  the  19^9-50  cotton  crop  was  a 
relative  failure,  cottonseed  production  was  only  2,650  tons. 
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ARGENTINE  LARD  EXPORTS  IN 
1950  HIGHEST  SINCE  19^5 

Lard  exports  from  Argentina  in  the  January  -Sep terrfber  period  of  1950 
totaled  28,126  short  tons,  according  to  C.  A.  Boonstra,  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Buenos  Aires.    This  volume,  more  than  3  times 
the  quantity  exported  in  all  of  19^9  or  the  average  in  the  prewar  years, 
is  already  the  largest  in  any  year  since  19^+5  when  exports  totaled  a 
record  58,750  tons. 

Nearly  all  of  the  lard  exported  from  Argentina  in  the  first  9  months 
of  1950  went  to  Europe.    Sweden,  Austria,  and  Yugoslavia  purchased  the 
largest  quantities . 

Stocks  of  Argentine  animal  fats,  of  which  a  substantial  share  has 
been  accumulated  in  recent  years,  were  liquidated  by  the  end  of  October 
1950.    Consequently,  with  current  production  only  slightly  above  domestic 
requirements  IAPI  (Argentine  Trade  Promotion  Institute)  has  not  been 
quoting  prices  recently,  probably  because  it  is  not  anxious  to  make 
forward  contracts  for  1951  shipments. 


ARGENTINA:    Lard  exports,  January -September  1950  with  comparisons 

(Gross  weight) 


Country  of 
destination 

Average 
:  1935-39 

;  19^8 

;    19^9  1/ 

.  January -S< 
:  19^9  1/ 

3ptember 
:  1950  1/ 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  813 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

685 

:  2,725 

:  610 

:  1,179 

Europe : 

Italy  

Other  

611  : 

127  : 

:      6,673  : 
:         308  : 

583  : 
1 

817  : 
1,422  : 

13,207  : 

629  : 

657  : 
583  : 

1,000  : 

5,895  : 
91  i 

657 

1,000  : 

1,814  1 
K6  ! 

7,286 
2,089 
1,168 
667 
628 

7,716 
612 

6,096 
679 

Total  

:      7,719  : 

16,659  : 

8,226  : 

3,517  : 

26,9^1 

163  : 

27  : 

19  : 

6 

i     8,567  : 

20,221+  : 

9,019  : 

4,127  : 

23,126 

l/  Preliminary. 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  consular  reports. 
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ARGENTINE  TALLOW  EXPORTS 
APPROACH  19^9  LEVEL 


Exports  of  tallow  and  cattle  fats  from  Argentina  during  January  - 
September  1950,  totaling  37,8l6  short  tons,  were  approximately  95  percent 
of  the  12-month  1949  exports,  according  to  C.  A.  Boonstra,  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Buenos  Aires.     Shipments  in  the  first  9 
months  of  1950,  although  more  than  double  the  volume  exported  in  the 
comparable  period  of  1949,  were  still  40  percent  below  the  prewar  average. 

ARGENTINA :     Tallow  and  cattle -fat  exports,  January -September  1950, 

with  comparisons 

(Gross  weight) 


Country  of 
destination 


Average 
1935-39 


1948 


1949  1/ 


January -September 


19^9  1/ 


1950  1/ 


North  America: 

Canada  

Cuba  

Mexico  

Other  

Total  

South  America 

Europe : 

Belgium  

Czechoslovakia . 

Finland  , 

France  

Germany  , 

Italy  

Netherlands 

Poland  , 

Spain  , 

Sweden  

Switzerland. . .  , 
United  Kingdom, 

Other  , 

Total  

Japan  

Morocco  

Others  


Short 
tons 

7 

377 
11 

9,935 


10,330 


1,914 


2,974 
1,222 
56 
937 
13,264 
2,082 
7,875 
13 
1,296 

1,695 
1,133 
17,903 
2,212 


52,662 


21 


313 


Grand  total  :  65,240 


l/  Preliminary. 


Short 
tons 

6,380 
1,984 

566 


Short 
tons 


8,930 


"4~799o~ 


1,082 


469 

608 

1,925 
3,886 

13 
553 
378 
173 

481 

36,913 
1,272 


14 
1,680 
3,293 

1,836 
1,124 

1,205 


902 
28,213 


116,671 
6,890 

646 


38,267 


7 


68,133 


39,356 


Short 
tons 


553 


1 

1,289 
2,016 

1,388 

19 

1,205 


651 
8,947 


15,516 


7 


16,076 


Short 
tons 


192 


192 


2,010 


578 
173 
1,677 
2,460 

258 

9,935 
864 


2,594 
1,178 
5,927 
2,429 


?8,073 


5,784 
1,757 


37,816 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  consular  reports 
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European  countries  were  the  principal  market  for  Argentine  tallow  and 
cattle  fats,  with  Italy  and  the  United  kingdom  taking  the  largest  share. 

Stocks  of  animal  fats  were  liquidated  by  the  end  of  October  (see 
preceding  article  on  lard  exports). 

CUBAN  LARD  AMD  TALLOW  SITUATION 
THIRD  QUARTER  1950 

Lard  production  in  Cuba  during  the  July-September  quarter  of  1950 
again  was  negligible,  states  J.R.  Johnstone  of  the  American  Embassy, 
Havana.    Continued  high  hog  prices  throughout  the  quarter  prevented 
large  scale  slaughter  for  local  processing  plants,  and  abattoirs  found 
it  unprofitable  to  render  lard  against  the  competition  offered  by  the 
comparatively  low  priced  lard  imported  from  the  United  States. 

Imports  of  lard  and  rendered  pork  fat  in  the  third  quarter  were 
at  a  high  level  of  approximately  19,200  short  tons  against  18,100 
and  16,900  tons  in  the  first  and  second  quarters,  respectively.  This 
large  volume  of  imports  resulted  principally  from  heavy  purchases  by 
Cuban  importers  following  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Korea  (see  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets  of  October  2,  1950).    Virtually  all  of  the  lard  imported 
came  from  the  United  States. 

Consumption  of  lard  and  rendered  pork  fat  averaged  about  5,000 
tons  monthly  during  the  third  quarter,  representing  a  slight  decline  from 
the  second  quarter,  but  was  higher  than  the      5 00 -ton  monthly  average 
estimated  for  the  third  quarter  of  19^9.    Moderate  quantities  of  edible 
tallow  continued  to  be  mixed  with  lard  for  marketing  during  the  quarter 
because  of  the  sharp  increase  in  lard  prices  in  July. 

Prime  steam  lard  wholesaled  at  16.7  cents  per  pound  in  late  June,  but 
with  the  sharp  upswing  in  Chicago  prices  after  June  25,  the  local  price 
rose  to  22.7  cents  at  the  end  of  July.    The  subsequent  leveling  off  and 
moderate  decline  in  Chicago  prices  in  August  and  September,  coupled  with 
excess  local  stocks,  forced  the  price  down  to  19.7-20.7  cents,  which  in 
many  instances  was  below  the  actual  landed  cost  price. 

Stocks  of  lard  and  rendered  pork  fat,  due  to  the  excessive  buying 
during  July  and  August,  are  estimated  to  have  been  11,500  tons  at  the  end 
of  September,  or  enough  to  meet  domestic  requirements  until  early  December. 
Imports  of  around  7,500  to  10,000  tons  during  the  fourth  quarter  would 
easily  satisfy  December  needs  and  provide  for  adequate  stocks  on  January  1, 
1951. 

Inedible  tallow  and  grease  production  for  the  July-September  period 
has  been  estimated  by  the  trade  at  1,600  tons  compared  with  2,250  and 
1,000  tons  in  the  first  and  second  quarters.    As  in  the  case  of  lard,  out- 
put of  tallow  and  greases  was  held  down  by  decreases  in  slaughter  brought 
about  by  high  domestic  prices  for  hog3  and  cattle.    Many  producers  were 
inclined  not  to  market  hogs  rather  than  cut  prices. 
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Cuban  imports  of  inedible  tallow  and  greases  amounted  to  approx- 
imately 3,700  tons  during  the  third  quarter.    The  large  imports  of 
1,825  tons  in  July  partially  compensated  for  the  comparatively  small 
second  quarter  imports  and  resulted  partly  from  an  increased  consumer 
demand  for  soap,  which  local  manufacturers  attributed  to  "scare  buying". 
During  World  War  II  there  was  a  period  of  actual  soap  shortage  in  Cuba. 
Imports  of  an  estimated  775  tons  of  tallow  and  greases  in  August  and 
1,100  in  September  doubtless  would  have  been  larger  had  there  not  been 
a  temporary  tightening  in  the  United  States  tallow  market  which  for 
a  short  time  resulted  in  limited  supplies  available  for  export. 

The  price  of  inedible  tallow  by  the  end  of  September  had  nearly 
doubled  since  the  end  of  June,  and  local  soap  factories  were  paying 
from  11.8  to  l4.8  cents  per  pound  for  locally  produced  inedible 
tallow  delivered  to  factories  and  15  cents  per  pound  for  top -grade 
United  States  inedible  tallow,  delivered  to  factories. 

Local  stocks  of  inedible  tallow  held  by  soap  manufacturers  prob- 
ably were  somewhat  less  than  normal  by  the  end  of  the  third  quarter 
because  of  the  strong  demand  for  soap  during  the  July -September  period. 
Imports  during  October -December  were  expected  to  approximate  4,000- 
4,500  tons. 

CUBAN  LARD  PURCHASES  RESUMED 
OK  LARGE  SCALE  IN  NOVEMBER 

Cuban  importers,  encouraged  by  the  upward  trend  of  lard  prices 
in  Chicago,  by  mid-November  had  resumed  large-scale  buying  after  2 
months  of  comparative  inactivity,  according  to  J.  R.  Johnstone, 
American  Embassy,  Havana.    Cuban  brokers  stated  that  orders  for  lard 
were  exceeding  ability  to  supply  and  Chicago  shippers,  consequently, 
were  refusing  to  confirm  some  orders.    Reportedly,  this  was  not  due 
to  any  scarcity  of  lard,  inasmuch  as  the  hog  run  continued  heavy, 
but  rather  to  a  shortage  of  railway  tank  cars.    While  some  quantities 
of  United  States  lord  have  been  shipped  to  Cuba,  in  steel  drums,  the 
larger  importers  almost  always  prefer  the  convenience  of  tank  car  lots. 

Arrivals  of  lard  in  Cuba  in  October --consisting  of  kQ  tank  cars 
and  about  150  net  short  tons  in  drums --probably  approximated  1,590 
tona .    Disappearance  during  the  month  was  indicated  at  about  6,000 
tons  because  on  October  1  stocks  totaled  roughly  12,000  tons,  largely 
because  of  heavy  imports  in  August,  whereas  on  November  1  stocks 
likely  did  not  exceed  7; 500  tona. 

Argentine  flaxseed  and  linseed  oil  export  prices  were  published  as 
a,rLat©  News"  item  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  December  18 ,  1950,  page  612. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  EXPORTS 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR 

Total  Australian  exports  of  greasy,  scoured  and  washed  and  carbonized 
wool  and  of  wool  noils,  tops  and  waste  during  the  4  months  ending  October 
31,  1950  aggregated  264  million  pounds  compared  with  323  million  pounds 
during  the  comparable  months  of  1949  • 

Shipments  to  the  United  States  for  the  period  amounted  to  25 ; 514,000 
pounds  greasy,  7,060,000  pounds  scoured  and  washed,  549,000  pounds  Car- 
bonized, plus  email  quantities  of  noils,  tops  and  waste.    The  following 
table  gives  exports  of  Australian  greasy  wool  only  by  country  of  desti- 
nation. 


AUSTRALIA:    Exports  of  Greasy  Wool  to  Major  Consuming  Countries 
and  Total  Exports,  July  -  October  1950  with  comparison. 


Destination        \  1948  .'  1949  \  1950 


:  1,000  lbs.  :  1,000  lbs.  :  1,000  lbs. 

United  Kingdom  :  75,211  :  112,621  :  58,984 

France  :  71,284  :  5^,  866  :  39,234 

Belgium  :  23,822  :  38,675  :  32,187 

United  States  :  19,983  :  21,997  :  25,514 

Japan   :  5,800  :  8,691  :  13,242 

Germany  :  l,58l  :  11,490  :  13,218 

Italy  :  l6,043  :  11,632  :  12,l65 

Poland  :  7,408  :  7,939  :  ^,73^ 

Soviet  Union  :  11,549  :  1,280  :  3,826 

All  Others  :   8 , 928  :  10,727  :  9,484 

Total  :  241, 6l4  ■  279,318  :  212,588 


Source:    Monthly  wool  report  from  Australia.     (January  2,  1951)- 

U.  S.  PERMITS  IMPORTATION 
OF  MEXICAN  CANNED  MEAT 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  effective  December  30,  1950, 
amended  the  United  States  meat  inspection  regulations  to  allow  imports 
of  Mexican  canned  meat.    The  meat  inspection  system  recently  established 
in  Mexico  has  been  recognized  as  the  substantial  equivalent  of  the  system 
now  in  operation  in  the  United  States.    Imports,  however,  of  fresh,  chilled 
or  frozen  meats  from  Mexico  are  still  prohibited. 

Beginning  in  1946,  Mexico  shipped  canned  meat  to  the  United  States 
for  distribution  under  various  foreign  relief  programs .    After  the 
United  States  border  was  closed  to  imports  of  live  cattle  from  Mexico 
on  December  26,  1946,  due  to  the  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in 
the  latter  country,  a  surplus  of  cattle  developed  in  parts  of  northern 
Mexico.    To  provide  an  outlet  for  this  surplus,  meat  canning  plants  were 
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established  in  these  areas.    The  United  States  agreed  to  purchase  this 
canned  beef,  through  contracts  negotiated  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Cor- 
poration, for  distribution  under  foreign  relief  programs.    These  imports, 
however,  were  not  permitted  to  enter  for  consumption  in  the  United  States. 

Exports  of  canned  meat  from  Mexico  reached  an  annual  peak  of  83 
million  pounds  in  19^9,  hut  have  been  negligible  since  February  1950. 
The  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  discontinued  purchases  of  Mexican 
canned  meat  in  October  194-9. 

Mexico:    Exports  of  canned  meat,  annual  1946  to 


1949,  and  January -July  1949  and  1950 

Year             \  United  States  l/\           Other  ]  Total 

:     1,000  pounds      :     1,000  pounds     :  1,000  pounds 

1946  :          3,792          :           24  :'  3,8l6 

1947  :             2/           :            2/  ':  10,970 

1948  :         64,996          :             4  :  65,000 

1949  :         83,363          :            11  :  83, 374 

January -July            :                             :  : 

1949.  :        55,846          :             9  :  56,169 

1950  :         13,195          :              3/  :  13,195 

l/  Mexican  canned  meat  was  held  in  transit  in  the  United  States  for 
distribution  under  foreign  relief  programs. 

2/  Wot  available.      3/  Less  than  500  pounds. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

FRENCH  1950  LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS 
SHOW  LITTLE  CHANGE 

Preliminary  estimates  of  French  livestock  numbers  on  October  1,  1950, 
according  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  show  little  change  from  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  cattle  in  1950  was  about  2  percent  above  1949 
and  slightly  higher  than  those  of  1938.    The  increases  shown  in  the  num- 
ber of  cows  and  calves,  3  percent  and  1  percent,  respectively,  indicate 
a  continuation  of  the  upward  trend  in  cattle  numbers . 


27 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Yol.  62,  No.  2 


Very  slight  decreases  occurred  in  the  number  of  hogs,  sheep  and  horses. 
Although  sows  numbers  shoved  a  decrease  of  4  percent  below  1949,  any 
tendency  to  reduce  hog  numbers  is  believed  to  have  been  arrested.  The 
number  of  goats,  on  the  other  hand,  was  3  percent  above  the  preceding 
year. 


France:    Livestock  numbers,  preliminary  October  1, 


Kind  of  Livestock    :  1938 

1  1948 

1949 

Prel. 
!  1950 

Percentage 

1950  is 
•  of  1938 

:  Thousands 
Cattle,  total  :  15,621 

1  year  and  over        :  3,113 

:  Thousands 

1      15,^  . 
:  278 

1,151 
:  7,699 

3,526 
:  2,780 

:  Thousands 

15,404 
2oo 
1,091 
:  7,837 

3,473 
:  2,737 

:  Thousands 
15,722 

dOd 

1,085 
8,092 

3,532 
:  2,751 

:  Percent 
101 

94 

88 

93 

113 

122 

• 

nogs,  botai                 :        ( 9 Ld  ( 
Pigs  under  6  months..:  3,631 

0,4c;4 

38 

A^S 

;  oop 

:  2,297 
3,224 

7)17 

0,747 

40 

AAA 
000 

2, 421 

3,398 

D,  f35 

)■  A 

40 

A^o 

2,434 
3,409 

Ok 

y4 

1  AA 
Q7 

y  ( 

94 

:  94 

oneep  ooxax                  :  yto(d. 
Pflma                               •  onn 

Ewes  :  6,l8l 

Wethers  :  986 

Lambs  :  2,505 

.                 7  CIA 

lkk 

4,784  : 

416 
2,166 

:         (  , 400 

4,807 
396 
2,136 

:  f,4(0 

lkk 

4,802 
384 
2,140 

(O 
7P 

:  78 
39 
85 

1,235  : 

1,283 

1,322 

93 

2,418 

2,414 

2,394 

89 

Mules  :           108  : 

88  I 

90  . 

91 

84 

Asses                            :           185  : 

107  : 

106  : 

104  : 

56 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 


ARGENTINE  WOOL  EXPORTS 
TO  U.  S.  DOWN 


Argentine  wool  exports  for  the  month  of  October  at  12.3  million  pounds  were 
slightly  higher  than  in  the  corresponding  month  in  1949  and  1948,  but  the  quantity 
destined  for  the  United  States  was  only  5.9  million  pounds  as  compared  to  over  8 
million  pounds  for  the  month  of  October  in  the  previous  two  years. 
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October  shipments  were  relatively  small  because  new -clip  wool  was  not 
yet  available,  old -clip  stocks  were  nearly  depleted  and  prices  were 
speculatively  high.    Buyers  from  Europe  and  Japan  appeared  less  hesitant 
in  paying  the  high  prices  than  United  States  importers  and  consequently 
took  a  larger  portion  of  the  October  shipments. 

ARGENTINA:    Exports  of  Wool  to  Major  Consuming  Countries  and  Total 
Exports,  October  1948,  1949,  1950 

 (Actual  Weight)  


Destination  1948  1949  1950 


:  1,000  lbs.       :  1,000  lbs.       :  1,000  lbs. 

»  •  • 

United  States  ,  :  8,280  :  8,697  :  5,908 

Japan  ..:  0  :  0  :  1,219 

Poland . . .  :  0  ;  0  :  89I 

France  . .:  0  :  1,744  :  846 

Sweden  :  0  :  26  :  481 

Netherlands  :  417  :  289  :  756 

Italy  :  346  :  29  :  417 

Yugoslavia  :  101  :  0  :  439 

Belgium  :  637  :  298  :  159 

United  Kingdom  :  49  :  236  :  86 

Others  :  540  :  892  :  1,069 

 TOTAL..,.  :  10,370  :  12,211  :  12,271 


Source:    Buenos  Aires  Herald,  Lts. 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    January  3,  1951 

TROPICAL  PRODUCTS  : 

PUERTO  RICAN  1950 
COFFEE  OUTPUT  LARGER 

Total  coffee  production  in  Puerto  Rico  for  the  1950  season  was 
estimated  by  the  Puerto  Rican  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce 
at  about  150,000  bags.    This  includes  coffee  used  on  farms  where  grown 
as  well  as  coffee  entering  commercial  channels.    The  1950  output  was 
about  21  percent  less  than  the  revised  estimate  of  190,000  bags  produced 
in  1949  and  33  percent  below  the  10-year  (1939-48)  average  of  225,000 
bags.    Practically  all  of  Puerto  Rico's  coffee  production  is  consumed 
domestically. 

The  smaller  output  in  1950  is  attributed  largely  to  extremely 
heavy  rainfall  during  the  blossoming  season  and  to  a  general  deterioration 
of  trees  in  much  of  the  coffee  area  as  a  result  of  inadequate  rainfall 
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over  a  period  of  several  years.    The  1950  harvest  was  very  late,  with  some 
blossoms  and  many  snail  coffee  "berries  still  on  the  trees  as  late  as  the 
end  of  August,  which  is  quite  unusual  for  Puerto  Eico. 

The  total  area  planted  to  coffee  in  Puerto  Eico  is  estimated  at 
about  180,000  acres,  of  which  about  148,000  acres  are  in  trees  which 
have  reached  bearing  age.    The  yield  per  harvested  acre  in  1950  amounted 
to  only  about  1  bag. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

FRANCE  REPORTS  SLIGHTLY  REDUCED 
WIN  TEE  GRAIN  ACREAGE 

The  acreage  seeded  to  winter  grains  in  France  was  officially  estimated 
at  12.1  million  acres  as  of  December  1,  1950.    That  total  would  be  about 
235,000  acres  lees  than  the  winter  seedings  up  to  that  date  of  19^9.  The 
reduction  from  last  year's  acreage  shows  up  in  breadgrains,  with  the 
slight  increases  reported  for  barley  and  oats  not  sufficient  to  balance 
the  decline  in  breadgrains. 

Winter  wheat  acreage  is  now  estimated  at  8.9  million  acres,  compared 
with  9.2  million  acres  seeded  by  December  1,  19^9.    Eye  acreage,  placed 
at  1.2  million  acres,  is  about  2  percent  less  than  that  seeded  a  year 
earlier.    Barley,  as  estimated  at  635*000  acres  on  December  1,  would  be 
about  15  percent  larger  than  on  that  date  of  19^9,  and  oats  seeded  was 
reported  at  l.h  million  acres,  very  slightly  above  the  area  seeded  a 
year  ago. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  attributes  the  reduction  from  a  year 
ago  partly  to  unfavorable  weather  at  planting  time  and  partly  to  delayed 
operations  caused  by  the  unusually  large  beet  harvest.    Despite  the 
smaller  winter  seedings,  total  wheat  acreage  is  expected  to  be  slightly 
larger  than  the  total  harvested  in  1950.    The  condition  of  the  wheat  crop 
on  December  1  was  placed  at  77  in  a  system  of  reporting  in  which  70 
denotes  a  good  crop  and  100  is  excellent, 

COTTON  AND  OTHEB  FIBEE 

ESTIMATES  OF  TURKISH  COTTON 
PRODUCTION  INCREASED 

Although  official  final  estimates  of  1950  cotton  production  in 
Turkey  are  not  yet  available,  the  crop  is  now  expected  to  be  near  500,000 
bales  (KQ0  pounds  net).    This  is  an  increase  of  about  15  percent  over 
the  436, 000- bale  crop  in  19^9  and  considerably  above  the  250,000-bale 
level  that  prevailed  before  I9I+8. 

Turkish  cotton  consists  of  2  principal  types.    American  Upland  is 
of  the  Acala  variety  which  comprises  about  85  percent  of  the  total 
production  and  compares  favorably  with  that  variety  as  grown  in  the  United 
States,  the  better  strains  running  l-l/l6"  to  1-3/16"  in  staple.  "Yerli" 
or  native  cotton  is  of  the  Asiatic  type  and  has  a  shorter  staple,  ranging 
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from  5/8"  to  7/8".  Improved  strains  of  both  of  these  types  have  "been 
developed  and  are  ready  for  vide  distribution.  The  improved  Acala  in 
particular  appears  very  promising. 

Turkey    will  experience  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  all  cotton 
available  for  export  and  at  high  prices.     In  fact,  there  is  a  probability 
that  stock0  will  be  pulled  down  so  far  that  domestic  consumption  will 
be  adversely  affected.    Textile  mills  that  did  not  secure  sufficient 
operating  stocks  early  'in  the  season  are  faced  with  the  problem  of 
obtaining  raw  cotton  at  prices  that  will  permit  operations  to  be  continued 
at  a  profitable  level.    The  difficulty  appears  to  be  experienced  largely 
by  privately  owned  mills  which  comprise  about  half  the  production 
capacity.     It  is  estimated  that  30  percent  of  the  privately  owned  spinning 
mills  were  closed  down  partially  or  wholly  during  much  of  1950.  State- 
owned  plants  are  reported  to  be  operating  normally. 

In  addition  to  the  difficulties  in  securing  cotton  at  current  high 
prices  there  was  reported  a  large -stock  accumulation  of  textiles  in 
private  and  government  factories  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Merchant 
stocks  in  both  domestic  and  imported  goods  were  also  reported  heavy  during 
this  period.    This  was  due  in  large  part  to  the  lack  of  purchasing  power 
in  the  rural  areas  following  the  poor  grain  harvest  in  19^-9-  However, 
with  the  sale  of  the  improved  1950  crop  this  situation  has  been  remedied. 
The  urban  consumers  who  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  were  waiting  for 
further  price  declines,  have  since  been  making  hurried  purchases  antici- 
pating that  generally  rising  world  prices  would  be  reflected  in  the  local 
markets.     In  consequence  the  industry  that  was  depressed  early  in  the 
year  by  declining  prices  and  heavy  stock  accumulation  now  finds  the  situation 
reversed,  and  unsold  raw  cotton  stocks  are  reported  barely  sufficient  to 
cover  mill  requirements. 

Cotton  consumption  in  the  19^-9-50  season  was  reported  at  about 
185,000  bales,  a  decline  from  the  195,000  bales  consumed  in  the  previous 
season.    There  has  been  some  expansion  in  capacity  in  the  past  year  and 
consumption  could  be  increased  considerably  above  the  level  of  the  past 
few  seasons  if  conditions  should  justify  such  an  increase. 

Present  estimates  are  that  consumption  will  be  near  200,000  bales 
in  the  1950-51  season  which  will  leave  about  300,000  bales  available 
for  export. 

This  is  considerably  above  the  217,000  bales  exported  last  season, 
135,000  in  19^8-49  and  the  19^7-48  season  when  the  export  ban  limited 
cotton  exports  to  6,000  bales.    Preliminary  data  on  the  exports  of  cotton 
from  Turkey  in  the  first  3  months  of  the  current  season  (August  through 
October)  indicate  exports  were  less  than  50,000  bales  with  85  percent 
going  to  Germany,  the  United  Kingdom  and  Italy. 
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Prices  of  Turkish  cotton  have  advanced  spectacularly  since  the 
"beginning  of  the  1950-51  season.    At  the  Izmir  market  Acala  I  cotton 
rose  from  2^8  kurus  per  kilo  (^0  U.S.  cents  per  pound)  on  August  25,  1950, 
to  k21  kurus  per  kilo  (68  U.S.  cents  per  pound)  on  October  2k,  1950. 
After  that  date  prices  leveled  off  and  at  last  report  were  ^20  kurus 
per  kilo  on  December  6,  1950. 

Many  exporters,  as  usual,  made  commitments  before  the  harvest  to 
deliver  cotton  in  October  and  November  at  what  then  appeared  to  be 
reasonable  prices  ranging  from  180  to  250  kurus  per  kilo  (29  to  *+0  U.S. 
cents  per  pound).     The  advance  in  prices  has  spelled  disaster  for  some 
of  the  firms  that  had  failed  to  protect  their  commitments  with  futures 
and  some  of  them  have  been  unable  to  fulfill  their  commitments. 

.France  and  Germa^r  are  the  principal  countries  involved  and  final 
results  over  the  arbitration  of  the  difficulties  involved  in  the 
non-fulfillment  of  these  contracts  are  going  forward. 

As  a  result  of  these  high  prices  cotton  acreage  in  1951  is  certain 
to  be  increased.     Indications  from  the  Aegean  area  are  that  some  tobacco 
acreage  may  be  shifted  to  cotton.     This  will  likely  depend  considerably 
upon  the  final  outcome  in  disposing  of  the  tobacco  crop  at  a  fair  price 
and  the  general  outlook  as  planting  time  approaches. 

However,  the  largest  increases  appear  most  likely  to  occur  in  (a) 
the  Cukarova  area  where  increases  in  drained  and  irrigated  land  are 
being  made,   (b)  the  Gedis  Valley  and  (c)  the  Menderes  Yalley,  where 
land  and  water  development  programs  and  work  are  underway.  Considerable 
areas  of  very  fertile  land  exist  in  all  these  regions,  which  may  be  put 
in  cotton,  even  if  it  means  throwing  other  crops  out  of  the  rotation. -- 
By  Glenn  A.  Ruggles,  based  in  part  upon  reports  by  L.  L.  Scranton, 
Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Ankara. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

COTTON -PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  WORLD  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton -price  quotations  on  foreign  markets 
converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 

COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  U.S.  gulf -port 
average,  and  taxes  incident  to  exports 


Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 


Date 
1951 


Unit  of 
weight 


Unit  of 
currency 


Price  in 
foreign 
currency 


Equivalent  U.  S. 
cents  per  pound 


Spot 
quo- 
tat  ion 


Export 
and 
inter- 
mediate 
taxes 


Alexandria 

Ashmouni,  Good  

Ashmouni,  FGF  

Karnak,  Good  

Karnak,  FGF  

Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine  

Broach  Vi jay,  Fine... 
Karachi 

kV  Punjab,  SG,  Fine.. 

289F  Sind,  SG,  Fine.. 

289F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine 
Buenos  Aires 

Type  B  

Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  3-l/2.. 

Tanguis,  Type  5  

Pima,  Type  1  

Recife 

Mat a,  Type  h  

Sertao,  Type  5  

Sertao,  Type  k  

Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5.... 
Torreon 

Middling,  15 /l6"  

Eous  t  on  -Ga  lv  e  s  t  on  -New 
"Orleans  av.Mid.  15/16" 


1-4. 


1- 


1-. 


Kantar 
99.05  lbs, 


Candy 

784  lbs. 
ti 

Maund 
82.28  lbs. 


Metric  ton 
2204.6  lbs, 

Sp.  quintal 
101.4  lbs. 


Arroba 
33.07  lbs. 


Tallar i 


Rupee 


Peso 

Sol 
ti 

Cruzeiro 


I26.85 
(not 
14.0.30 
132.30 

1/  770.00 
1/  84O.OO 

102.50 
106.00 
108.50 

4550.00 


73.50 

quoted) 
81.30 
76.66 

20.50 
22.36 

37.58 
38.86 
39.78 

41.28 


2/  595.00 
(not  avai 
2/  700.00 


laMe 


39.25 

0 

46.17 


390.00 


64.16 

(not  available) 

65. 81 


Sp.  quintal 
101.4  lbs. 

Pound 


Peso 
Cent 


400.00 
410.00 
405.00 
XXXXX 


67.45 
46.22 
43.50 


5.91 


5,91 
5.91 

21.30 
21.30 

23.09 
23.09 
23.09 

3.99 

23.29 

29.02 

7.80 

8.00 

2-1/2%  ad 
valorem 
7.69 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets  and  taxes  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
posts  abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 

1/  Ceiling  price. 

2/  For  April -I lay  delivery. 


.     .     n+    «  Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 

TJ.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  paLent  of  postage  $300 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 
Permit  No.  1001 


